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Glossary 

Colleges use many words in special ways. This alphabetical l ist explains those special meanings 
used in this catalog and by the Lee College staff. 

Academic  probat ion  - the situation that occurs if a student’s grade average falls below a C- (2.0 grade point average). The student must raise that 
average in the next semester or withdraw from the college. 

Academic  suspens ion  - failure to maintain or achieve the minimum cumulative GPA required. A student placed on suspension will be dismissed from 
the College for a specific period of time, usually one semester. 

Accred i ted - having the official approval for college programs and/or degrees by various groups. (This approval gives Lee College students many benefits, 
including the ability to transfer credits to other colleges and universities.) 

Accup lacer - Lee College’s state approved substitute for THEA. 

A d d - enrollment in a course after registration. An official form must be completed in the Admissions Office. 

Admiss ion - steps that students follow before attending classes at a college. 

A l i e n - a  student who is not a citizen of the United States. 

A l umn i - graduates of a college or university. 

Amer ican Co l lege Test  (ACT) - one of several tests used as part of college entrance requirements. Lee College does not require the ACT. 

App l ied  Sc ience (Techn ica l )  - the Applied Science Division includes a wide variety of highly technical credit courses and degree and certificate 
programs designed to meet the needs of students who seek employment. Some applied science courses are transferable to university-level study. 

Art i cu la t ion - an  agreement between two institutions whereby students receive credit for prior education. 

Assessment - the process of discovering the strengths and weaknesses in students’ school backgrounds. To place students in courses in which they 
can succeed. 

Assoc iate  degree  - general name for any one of the degrees offered by a community college. Lee College offers Associate of Arts (AA), Associate 
of Applied Sciences (AAS), and Associate of Science (AS) degrees. 

Assoc iate  Degree Nurs ing (ADN) - an Associate of Applied Science Degree (AAS) that permits students to take the national test for registered nurses 
(RN). 

Assoc iate  of  App l ied  Sc ience - The Associate of Applied Science degree (AAS) provides the student a degree in a chosen technical major and is 
intended for students who plan to enter the workforce upon program completion. 

Assoc iate  of  Arts  - The Associate of Arts degree (AA) provides the student the opportunity to obtain the first two years of college credits toward 
a four-year baccalaureate degree. 

Assoc iate  of  Arts  in  Teach ing - The Associate of Arts in Teaching (AAT) degree provides students the opportunity to obtain the first two years 
of college credits toward a four-year baccalaureate degree in education. 

Assoc iate  of  Sc ience - The Associate of Science degree (AS) provides the student the opportunity to obtain the first two years of college credits 
toward a four-year baccalaureate degree. 

Aud i t - enrollment in a credit class for no credit. 

Bache lor ’s  Degree - formal name for a four-year college degree; examples include the Bachelor of Arts (B. A.) and the Bachelor of Science (B. S). An 
associate’s degree (two year degree) is the highest degree offered at Lee College. 

Ca lenda r - the schedule of dates for official college activities. 

Capstone Course  - a  comprehensive course taken during a student’s last semester that demonstrates program mastery. 

Cata log - official annual college publication containing information about its regulations, requirements, policies, and procedures. It includes general 
information, admissions information, general academic regulations, general nonacademic information, financial aid and scholarship information, 
and educational programs of study. 

Cert i f i cate of  Complet ion and Cert i f i cates  - program of study up to 59 credits designed for entry-level employment or knowledge upgrade. 

Co l lege- leve l  courses  - all credit courses offered by Lee College. Note that developmental courses have a three digit course number. 
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Commencement - A  graduation ceremony in which colleges and universities award certificates and degrees to students. 

Community  Co l lege (Jun ior  Co l lege)  - A two-year college is also known as a community college.  Most often community colleges offer associate 
degrees, certificates, and courses for transfer to universities. 

Complete  Withdrawa l  - This is the process of withdrawing from all classes after registration. See  Drop .  

Concurrent  or  dua l  enro l lment  - system whereby a student takes a course at one institution and receives credit at more than one institution. 

Cont inu ing Educat ion  - Courses offered for no credits; may or may not offer Continuing Education Units (CEUs). 

Core  courses  - those general education courses that degree plans require, for example, English 1302, History 1301, 1302, etc. 

Cou r se - work accomplished in a class during a semester or term. Each course successfully completed adds a certain number of semester hours of credit 
to a student’s transcript. 

Course  load  - total number of semester hours that a student takes during a semester. 

Course  number  - the course number identifies each course with a prefix that designates the subject area and a number that designates 
that particular course: HUMA 1301, for example. Developmental courses are three digit numbers. 

Course  wa iver  - official permission to omit one course in a degree plan. 

C red i t - see Semester Credit Hours. 

Cred i t  Courses  - courses taken for credit that accumulate toward a college degree or certificate. 

Cred i t  Hour  - See Semester Credit Hour. 

Cur r i cu lum (plural form curricula) - courses of study offered by a college, or the particular course of study of a department or a class. 

Dean - an  administrator of the college who has responsibility for a particular area.  (For example, the Dean of Academic Studies, the Dean of Administrative 
Services, etc.) 

Degree  p lan  - series of courses laid out for an individual student’s degree. 

Degree  program - courses required to complete a particular degree. (These are listed under each particular program of study.) 

Deve lopmenta l  courses  - courses designed to help prepare students for college-level coursework. These courses can not be applied to certificates 
or degrees at Lee College or transferred to other institutions. 

D istance Learn ing courses - Educational opportunities offered via online/Internet instruction, interactive television, video cassettes, and telecourse 
broadcasts, which provide flexible scheduling. 

D ist ingu ished scho la rs  - full time students who are in the upper 10% of that semester’s class and have a 3.5 GPA. 

D r op - withdrawal from a particular course. See the Student Services chapter for an explanation of the Lee College drop policy. 

Ear ly  reg ist rat ion  - the process of enrolling for classes before the end of the previous semester. (See the calendar for dates.) 

E l ec t i ve - a  course selected by the student. 

Extens ion  courses  - classes taught somewhere other than the main campus. 

Ext racur r icu la r  Act iv i t ies  - activities outside the classroom that contribute to a well-rounded education. They can include activities such as 
intramural sports, clubs, organizations, student government, and recreational and social events. 

Facu l ty - The faculty is composed of all people who instruct classes on a college campus. 

F e e s - charges other than tuition costs such as student activity fees and specific course fees. 

F ie ld  o f  Study - courses that will satisfy lower-division requirements for a baccalaureate degree in a specific academic area. 

F inanc ia l  a id  - the money available to help students attend college. 

Fu l l - t ime student  - a  student who is taking 12 or more semester hours in any fall or spring semester. 

Grade po int  average (GPA) - overall average of student’s grades. Divide the number of semester hours attempted into the grade points accumulated. 

Gu l f  Coast  Interco l leg iate  Conference (GC IC)  - Competition among Gulf Coast colleges in music and intramurals. 

Haze lwood Act  - money available from the state of Texas for the education of Texas veterans. 

Honors  P rogram -Honors  P rogram - program designed to provide students with an enriched intellectual experience. Students interested in honors classes should contact 
the honors coordinator. 
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I n -D i s t r i c t - the area around a community college that is part of the taxing district for that college. Tuition is lower for in-district residents.  (See 
tuition schedule.) 

I ncomp lete  ( I ) - the grade given when illness or some other serious cause prevents a student from completing the requirements of a course during 
that semester. 

Ind iv idua l ized c lass  (se l f -paced inst ruct ion)  - classes in which students complete the requirements on their own time, under 
the direction of an instructor and outside the classroom setting. Most students successful with individualized courses are 
self-directed and highly disciplined. 

I n t ramura l - activities that provide competition within the college rather than between two colleges. 

Long  te rm - semesters consisting of 16 or more weeks, i.e., fall and spring semesters. 

Lyceum - a  series of Lee College cultural programs offered to students and the community. 

Ma jo r/M inor - student’s chosen field of study; it usually requires the successful completion of a specified number of credit hours. 
A minor is a secondary field of study requiring fewer hours. 

Mento r - faculty or staff member who serves as a contact for college students who are enrolled for the first time. 

Needs  Ana lys i s  - process to determine a student’s eligibility for financial aid. 

Non-cred i t  status  (NC)  - the designation given to students who do not wish to receive credit for a course. The student receives a grade of NC. 

Non-t rad i t iona l  Student  - an  adult student for whom several or many years have passed between his or her previous education and the start 
or continuation of a college program. “Non-traditional” may also refer to any student who is not the traditional 18 year-old high school 
graduate (e.g., a single parent, a GED graduate, or a part-time student who works full time). 

On l ine  Courses  - classes whereby much, if not all, of the instruction is provided over the Internet. 

Out -of -D ist r i c t - the area outside of the taxing district for a community college. Tuition on campus is higher for out-of-district students. 

Ove r load - additional courses over the usual five and physical education. 

Pe l l  G rant  - money given by the federal government for tuition and books for students who demonstrate financial need. 

P l acement - the process of discovering students’ strengths and weaknesses and placing them in courses that fit their abilities and backgrounds. 

P l ag ia r i sm - use of the words or thoughts of an author without giving that author credit. While most student plagiarism is unintentional, it is a serious 
offense. Students should consult their instructors regarding this issue. 

P re requ is i te - courses or skills required as background for college-level courses. 

P rog ram - plan of study which, when completed, results in a degree or certificate. 

Reg is t rat ion - process of signing up for particular classes and paying fees. Registration is necessary every semester before attending classes. 

Remed iat ion - process of assisting the student to develop the basic skills required for college work. See Developmental Courses. 

Res ident - student who has lived in Texas for one year prior to the date of registration. 

Res ignat ion - the process of withdrawing from all classes during a semester. 

Schedu le  of  C lasses  - A list of courses with sections, semester credit hours, room numbers, times, days, and instructors for the semester, 
published prior to registration for each semester. 

Scho last ic  Apt i tude Test  (SAT) - one of several tests whose scores are used as part of a college’s entrance requirements. Lee College does 
not require the SAT. 

Sect i on - a  particular class. On the class schedule the number that follows the decimal point is the section number. It separates that class from 
all others with the same course number. 

Semester  c red i t  hour  (SCH) - the customary unit of measure for counting college credit. Classes which meet three hours per week in long 
semesters usually have three credits. For courses offered by Lee College, the second digit of the course number is the number of credits 
associated with the course. Three digit numbers do not award college credit, i.e., READ 300. 

Semester  (Term) - period of time during which classes are offered is called a semester. For example, the semester system consists of a fall 
(September-December) semester, a spring (January-May) semester, and a summer (June-August) semester. At Lee College, and at some 
other colleges and universities, there are often intersession terms or semesters (during the Christmas holidays, for example). See the 
current class schedule for exact dates. 

Sen io r  co l l ege  - a  college or university that offers a bachelor’s degree or above. 
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Non-t rad i t iona l  Student  -  Non-t rad i t iona l  Student  -  Non-t rad i t iona l  Student  -  Non-t rad i t iona l  Student  -  Non-t rad i t iona l  Student  -  an adult student for whom several or many years have passed between his or her previous education and the start
or continuation of a college program.  “Non-traditional” may also refer to any student who is not the traditional 18 year-old high school
graduate (e.g., a single parent, a GED graduate, or a part-time student who works full time).

On l ine  CoursesOn l ine  CoursesOn l ine  CoursesOn l ine  CoursesOn l ine  Courses - classes whereby much, if not all, of the instruction is provided over the Internet.

Out -of -D ist r i c tOut -of -D ist r i c tOut -of -D ist r i c tOut -of -D ist r i c tOut -of -D ist r i c t - the area outside of the taxing district for a community college.  Tuition on campus is higher for out-of-district students.

Over loadOver loadOver loadOver loadOver load - additional courses over the usual five and physical education.

Pe l l  G rantPe l l  G rantPe l l  G rantPe l l  G rantPe l l  G rant - money given by the federal government for tuition and books for students who demonstrate financial need.

P l acementP lacementP lacementP lacementP lacement - the process of discovering students’ strengths and weaknesses and placing them in courses that fit their abilities and backgrounds.

P l ag ia r i smP lag ia r i smP lag ia r i smP lag ia r i smP lag ia r i sm - use of the words or thoughts of an author without giving that author credit.  While most student plagiarism is unintentional, it is a serious
offense.  Students should consult their instructors regarding this issue.

P re requ is i tePre requ is i tePre requ is i tePre requ is i tePre requ is i te - courses or skills required as background for college-level courses.

P rog ramProgramProgramProgramProgram - plan of study which, when completed, results in a degree or certificate.

Reg is t rat ionReg is t rat ionReg is t rat ionReg is t rat ionReg is t rat ion - process of signing up for particular classes and paying fees.  Registration is necessary every semester before attending classes.

Remed iat ionRemed iat ionRemed iat ionRemed iat ionRemed iat ion - process of assisting the student to develop the basic skills required for college work.  See Developmental Courses.

Res identRes identRes identRes identRes ident - student who has lived in Texas for one year prior to the date of registration.

Res ignat ionRes ignat ionRes ignat ionRes ignat ionRes ignat ion - the process of withdrawing from all classes during a semester.

Schedu le  of  C lasses  -  Schedu le  of  C lasses  -  Schedu le  of  C lasses  -  Schedu le  of  C lasses  -  Schedu le  of  C lasses  -  A list of courses with sections, semester credit hours, room numbers, times, days, and instructors for the semester,
published prior to registration for each semester.

Scho last ic  Apt i tude Test  (SAT) Scho last ic  Apt i tude Test  (SAT) Scho last ic  Apt i tude Test  (SAT) Scho last ic  Apt i tude Test  (SAT) Scho last ic  Apt i tude Test  (SAT) - one of several tests whose scores are used as part of a college’s entrance requirements.  Lee College does
not require the SAT.

Sect i onSect i onSect i onSect i onSect i on - a particular class.  On the class schedule the number that follows the decimal point is the section number.  It separates that class from
all others with the same course number.

Semester  c red i t  hour  (SCH)Semester  c red i t  hour  (SCH)Semester  c red i t  hour  (SCH)Semester  c red i t  hour  (SCH)Semester  c red i t  hour  (SCH) - the customary unit of measure for counting college credit.  Classes which meet three hours per week in long
semesters usually have three credits.  For courses offered by Lee College, the second digit of the course number is the number of credits
associated with the course. Three digit numbers do not award college credit, i.e., READ 300.

Semester  (Term) -  Semester  (Term) -  Semester  (Term) -  Semester  (Term) -  Semester  (Term) -  period of time during which classes are offered is called a semester.  For example, the semester system consists of a fall
(September-December) semester, a spring (January-May) semester, and a summer (June-August) semester.  At Lee College, and at some
other colleges and universities, there are often intersession terms or semesters (during the Christmas holidays, for example).  See the
current class schedule for exact dates.

Sen io r  co l l egeSen io r  co l l egeSen io r  co l l egeSen io r  co l l egeSen io r  co l l ege - a college or university that offers a bachelor’s degree or above.



  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shor t  te rm - semesters consisting of less than 16 weeks, i.e., summer semesters. 

Sophomore - student who has earned at least 30 credit hours toward a degree or certificate. 

Student  ass istant  - part time (no more than 19 hours per week) work on campus. Usually on-campus employment is limited to students who are 
enrolled full-time. The pay rate is minimum wage. 

Student  serv ices  fee  - the money that all students pay to support student publications, organizations, and activities. 

Sy l l abus - A  description of a college course including its title, course number, required text(s), stated objectives and requirements. 

Transfer  student  - student who applies credit earned from one college or university to a program at another. For example, many Lee College 
students transfer to a four-year college or university. 

T ranscr ipt  - record of courses attempted and grades earned.  Individuals may obtain a copy of their transcript from the Admissions and Records 
Office. 

Tu i t i on - the basic charge per semester hour for college courses. 

VCR/TV Courses  - individualized courses taught using videotaped lectures and presentation. 

W i thdrawa l - see Drop. 

Work  Study - College Work Study is a program that allows students with documented financial need to apply for part-time (no more than 19 hours 
per week) employment on campus. 
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Short  te rmShort  te rmShort  te rmShort  te rmShort  te rm - semesters consisting of less than 16 weeks, i.e., summer semesters.

SophomoreSophomoreSophomoreSophomoreSophomore - student who has earned at least 30 credit hours toward a degree or certificate.

Student  ass istant  -  Student  ass istant  -  Student  ass istant  -  Student  ass istant  -  Student  ass istant  -  part time (no more than 19 hours per week) work on campus.  Usually on-campus employment is limited to students who are
enrolled full-time.  The pay rate is minimum wage.

Student  serv ices  feeStudent  serv ices  feeStudent  serv ices  feeStudent  serv ices  feeStudent  serv ices  fee - the money that all students pay to support student publications, organizations, and activities.

Sy l l abusSy l l abusSy l l abusSy l l abusSy l l abus - A description of a college course including its title, course number, required text(s), stated objectives and requirements.

Transfer  student  Transfer  student  Transfer  student  Transfer  student  Transfer  student  - student who applies credit earned from one college or university to a program at another.  For example, many Lee College
students transfer to a four-year college or university.

T ranscr ipt  T ranscr ipt  T ranscr ipt  T ranscr ipt  T ranscr ipt  - record of courses attempted and grades earned.  Individuals may obtain a copy of their transcript from the Admissions and Records
Office.

Tu i t i onTu i t i onTu i t i onTu i t i onTu i t i on - the basic charge per semester hour for college courses.

VCR/TV Courses  -VCR/TV Courses  -VCR/TV Courses  -VCR/TV Courses  -VCR/TV Courses  - individualized courses taught using videotaped lectures and presentation.

W i thdrawa lW i thdrawa lW i thdrawa lW i thdrawa lW i thdrawa l - see Drop.

Work  Study -  Work  Study -  Work  Study -  Work  Study -  Work  Study -  College Work Study is a program that allows students with documented financial need to apply for part-time (no more than 19 hours
per week) employment on campus.
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