Lee College to hold 2016 Fall
Commencement Ceremony Dec. 16

Ceremony will also be streamed live online via the Lee College website

BAYTOWN, TX — Lee College will recognize the achievements of more than 450
graduates at the 2016 Fall Commencement Ceremony to be held at 7 p.m., Friday, Dec.
16, in the Sports Arena on campus. Texas State Sen. Sylvia R. Garcia will deliver the
keynote address.

A livestream of the ceremony will also be available online via the Lee College website
at www.lee.edu.

A native of the South Texas farming community of Palito Blanco, Garcia has
represented Senate District 6 since 2013 and is chairwoman of the Texas Senate
Hispanic Caucus. During the 84th Legislative Session, she passed 37 of her bills and
served on the Education, Intergovernmental Relations, Transportation and Veterans
Affairs & Military Installations committees.

After protecting children and the elderly as a social worker early in her professional
career, Garcia entered public service with the city of Houston as director and presiding
judge of the Houston Municipal System for an unprecedented five terms under two
mayors. There, she worked to make the city court system more effective and efficient
for the community. Garcia was later elected to city controller, earning a reputation as
the taxpayers’ watchdog, and in 2002 was the first Hispanic and first woman to be
elected in her own right to the Harris County Commissioners Court. As a commissioner,
she continued her advocacy for working families and the most vulnerable, while also
pushing for new jobs and economic development.

Garcia remains active in the Houston community, serving on more than 25 community
boards and commissions including the San Jacinto Girl Scouts, which gave her the
Board Award; Houston Hispanic Forum; American Leadership Forum; Battleship Texas;
and the Museum of Fine Arts — Houston. She has been named “Humanitarian of the
Year” by the National Conference of Communities and Justice and chosen as one of
“Houston’s 25 Power People” by Inside Houston magazine.

The eighth of 10 children, Garcia’s parents taught her from an early age the value

of education and hard work. She is a graduate of Texas Women’s University, which
awarded her the Board of Regents Woman of Distinction Award, and earned a Juris
Doctor degree from the Thurgood Marshall School of Law at Texas Southern University.
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